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SOMETIMES YOL SEE HOW TOUR WHOLE

CHE PASSES BEFORE TOUR EYES 4S YOU
WAHT FOR A CENTERING PASS

THe

BALL IS A SPHERE HMIGING FROM AN INVISIBLE THREAD
IN SPACE, LIKE AV UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

S
USUALLY IT'S A CENTER THAT SOME LEFT-RACK IS
THE BALL RISES, RISES AN RKES AS IF ITS DESPERATELY TRYING TO GET AT M HAS BARELY
NEVER GOING TO COME BACK DOWN MAAGET TO AVOTD IT FROM GONG OVER THE LINE

THE PASSER ONLY WANTS TO KEEP IT ALNE, AN

THUS THE BALL BECOMES & PINBALL, BOUNCING
DOWN THE FIECTS WITHOUT REACHING THE EXIT
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MDD Y0V SEE IT COMING, WITHOUT FORCE,
INERTLY, SLOWLY...




WATING FOR IT TO FALL
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M THAT'S WHAT Y00 THINK ABOUT WHILE
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TO THINK ABOVUT THE GERMAN
A WANTS TO ENROLL JULITA

-

THAT YOU LOMET YOUR BROTHER IN LAW
CUQUI, TO GPEN UP A SEAFOOT RESTAURANT.

IT GNVES YOU TIME TO THINK ABOUT THE MONEY
HAVE ALREADY WON THE GAME OF LIFE.

POU WAMT FOR THE PLAY'S RESULT. THAT YOU

SCHOOL WwHeERE

IT 6Ives YOU T
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BUT IT TAKES SO LONG
SEEMS AS THOUGH

TIME TO THINK ABOUT THAT NEW
LEATHER HEATED SEATS THATS

DELVERD NEXT WEEK. AT LAST




BECMSE THATS LIFE AT THE
AP, VT IT? ONE BIG FOOTRALL

1 A 1|
) IEEEE LR
o . I 5 v

: EREr R
,:Jj_lj:llJJ_!_u_Ll .l_f___u_

IEEENE Lé_j N\ ___]l_

AN WHAT HAPPENS IN FOOTRALL IS THAT
WITH SOME PLAYS YOV SEE COMING
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A NOT OTHERS

ALTHOUGH THE BALL WAS SLOW...

ALTHOUGH ML POUR “DEFENSES HFD
CONTROLLED ML THE STRIKERS...




THOUGH YOU WASTED M ETERNITY HOPING THAT THE
BALL WOULD FINALLY FALL BUT IT NEVER DID...

IN THE END, YOU JUST HAVE TO ACCEPT THE TRUTH
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MDD PET YOU HAVEN'T SEEN IT COMING.

A [T WAS THIS ULTIMATE
TRUTH THAT MADE ME GIVE UP PLAYING
FOOTRALL TO DEVOTE MY WHOLE LIFE TO

UNTERS TMISING FOOTRALL.

GERARTO MUNOZ HE> BEEN ONE OF THE
VERY BEST MANAGERS YEARS AGD. THEN HE
DISAPPEARED FROM THE PROFESSIONAL
WORLT WITHOUT & TRACE.




| REMEMBERETS HIM FROM THE TIME | WS
M AMATEUR THATS WHY | WOAS SURRRISED
TO FIND HIM IN THAT REMOTE PLACE.
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A MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM,

HERMENEUTICS, ETHEREM. GOLTEN LIGHT. THAT

SOUNDS LIKE SOMETHING FOUNDED BY ALISTER
CROWLEY, BUT ITS NOT.

THE STMPOSIUM WAS NOT A& SECT OR 4 LODGE.
NOT EVEN A FORMAL ORGANIZATION. JST 4
CASUAL GATHERING OF PEOPLE IN SEARCH
OF WIKDOM.

ALTHOUGH ITS ORIGINS HATS BECOME MORE
SPRITUAL IN RECENT YEARS THE MAIN FOCUS
WAS TO EXPLORE THE THEORY OF THE GAMES.
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| ENEW VERY LITTLE ABOUT THE GAMES

THEORY. ONLY THAT IT HAD JUST DEVELOPED

RECENTLY IN ECONOM?, BIOLOGY ANTS INFORMA-
TION TECHNOLOGY, AMONG OTHER FIECTDS...

THAT ONE OF ITS FOUNDERS HAD BEEN
JOHN VON NEUMMIN, ONE OF THE CREATORS
OF THE ATOMIC BOMB.




M ONE OF ITS LEATING FIGURES WAS JOHN
NASH, WHO HATS BEEN PORTRAYED BY RUSSEL
CROWE IN *A BEALVTIFUL MIND'
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ALL VERY DRY WD COMPLEX FOR
SOMEONE WHO, LIKE ME, WAS & SIMPLE
JOURNALIST SPECILIZING IN MPSTERY...

OH, M & COMIC. FAN TOO.
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BUT IT WAS PRECISELY THIS INTEREST IN COMICS
THAT HAD LED ME TO THE THEORY OF THE
GAMES AFTER READING 4 CHAPTER AROUT THE
AMERICAN INDUSTRY AND TS COMMERCIAL WAR

IN THE LATE 6OS, THE COMIC ROOK MARKET IN THE
USk WAS DOMINATED BY TWO PUBLISHERS. THE L,
SUPERMAN N> BATMAN WAS Mo WHILE MWARVEL'S
SPIOERMAN ANTS CAPTAIN AMERICA WAS NoZ.

BOTH PUBLISHERS MADE A TDEAL TO RMSE THE WOLLTS ARE TO TRY AN COMPETE WITH, BUT

PRICE FROM lo CENTS TO 25, EXPANDING THE
NOMBER OF PAGES FROM 36 TO S2 ..

I

IT WOAS & HUGE STEP THAT NO PUBLIHER

THEY COULD, IF THEY HED THE GUARMITEE
THAT COMPETITORS wWOULTS FOLLOW SULIT.




HOWEVER, MARVEL PULLETD BACK QUICKLY, RETDULING
BOTH PAGES AV PRICE. L COULT> NOT RESPOND
AT TRIED TO KEEP INCREASING THE PRICE MD

PAGE NUMBER.
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THE RESULT WAS THAT FOR THE FIRST
TIME IN HISTORY, MARVEL WOLCT> MATCH TG
IN SALES, WHICH HAS NOT CHMWGED IN THE
LAST FORTY YEARS SINCE.

| REMIZED THAT WHAT MARVEL
HAD "DONE WS TO TRICK DL WITH
& CLASSIC GAME OF PRISONER.
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OF COURSE, IT WAS GREED THAT HAD
ATTRACTED & COLLARORATION FOR DL
| BUT ACTUALLY IT WAS & DEATH TRAP.

FASCINATED BY THIS BUSINESS MANEULVER, | HAD
BECOME INCREASINGLY INTERESTED IN THE THEORY
OF THE GAME UP LNTIL THIS SYMPOSIUM MEETING.

SOME BelLleve
THAT THE THEORY
CAN PREDICT

EVERYTHING.

WHERE THE LAST THING | EXPECTED WAS TO
FIND & FORMER BARCA MAMMGER, WHO HAD GONE
OFF THE PROFESSIONAL FOOTRALL MAP YEARS AGOC.
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THE SIMPLEST EXAMPLE OF FOOTRALL
THAT CAN BE APPLIED TO GAME THEORY
IS LAUNCHING & PENALTY

A PRIORI, ALL THE POSSRILITIES OF A PENALTY
ARE EASILY PREDICTABLE, AREN'T THEY?

EXCLUDING THE PITCHER SHOOTING FOR
THE CENTRE OF THE GOAL, WHERE THE
GOALIE HAS AN ADVMNTAGE...
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THE PITCHER KICKS TO THE RIGHT
OF THE GOALKEEPER
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OR KICKS TO THE LEFT OF THE GOMKEEPER
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MDD THE GOMKEEPER WILL GO TO
THE LEFT OF THE GOAL.

OR THE RIGHT OF THE GOAL.
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SIMPLE, ISN'T IT? THE
NUMBER OF COMBINATIONS
5 LIMITED: SHOOT TO THE
LEFT, GOMKEEPER GOES

LEFT, SAVED.

HOWEVER, THE END RESULT IS RARELY
A CONSEQUENCE OF CHANCE BUT RATHER A
MXED STRATEGY LSED BY BOTH PLAYERS.

STATISTICALLY, SHOOTERS USOALLY
SHOOT TO THER WERK STDE.

THE REASON IS THAT GOAMKEEPERS TEND
TO GO FOR THE MARKSMIN'S STRONG SIDE
ENCOURAGING & BAD KICK.
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BUT WHAT ABOUT THE BALLS THAT GO QUT? MDD
WHAT ABOUT THE ONES THAT HIT THE POST?




MD YET, THE GAME THEORY
WAS ABLE TO EXPLAIN EVEN THE

MOST UNUSUAL.. LIKE THE MOST
EXTRACRDINARY GAME OF FOOTRALL
IN HISTORY.
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IT WAS JANUARY 2TTH, 1994, IN SAINT MICHAEL.
# QUALIFYING GAME IN THE CARIBREAN CULP,
RBETWEEN RARRADOS AND GRANATA.

TO QUALHY, B&REFDOSH&'DTDu}MB?TUJO
GOALS, BUT THE RULES OF THIS TOURNAMENT
WERE SOMEWHAT PECULIR.

THE FRST PECLLIARITY WAS THAT NO TIE WAS
AGREET> UPON BY ALL PARTIES IN THE COMPETITION.
THERE HAD TO BE A WINNER M A LOSER

THE SECONTD WAS THAT IN CASE OF & TIE,
THE GAME WOULD BE EXTENDED BY WHICH
THE GOLCTEN GOAL WOULTS APPLY, BUT ITS VALLE
WOLCD BE DOVBLED. THAT IS, THE FRST GOAL
SCORED N EXTRA TIME WOULT END THE GAME.




BARBATOS ACHIEVED THER OBJIELTIVE HOWEVER, 83 MINUTES LATER GRANATA
MD 60T & 2-0 LEAD WHICH CLASSIFIED SCORED 4 GOAL BRINGING IT TO 2-i, WHICH
THEM FOR THE FINALS CLASSIFIED THEM MWD NOT BARBADOS.

WITH & FEW MINUTES REMAINING, BARBATOS RARRATNOS SCORET AN OWN GOAL BRINGING THE
REALIZET THEY WOLCTN'T GET THE THRD SCORE TO 2-2, LEADING THE GAME TO BE
GOAL THEY NEETED IN SUCH A SHORT TIME. EXTENDED MD GVING THEM AN EXTRA 30
THEN THEY HAD A STROKE OF INSPRATION. MNUTES TO TRY FOR A GOLTSEN GOAL QUALIFIER.

UJJWJUSTFNEMII)U‘IE'SLEFTGHNM
EEAULEDMTM‘DW%H&J
THAT THE BEST WY AROUNT IT WAS TO COPY

THER OPPONENTS STRATEGY AN SCORE AN OWON THIS HAPPEN, SO THER PLATERS STARTED TO
GOM. CAUSING THEM TO LOSE 3-2, & RESULT DEFEND GRAVADA'S GOA WHICH WAS BENG

WHICH WOULD CLASSHEY THEM. ATTACKED 8 TS OWN PLATERS.

BUT BARBATNOS WERE NOT ABOLT TO LET
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OF COURSE THE OTHER POSSIRILITY FOR GRANATA
TO QLALIFY WAS TO SCORE A GOAL IV BARBADOS
GOA. MAKING T 2-2. THEREFORE, IT WASN'T
IMPORTANT WHICH GOAL THEY SCORED IN, THEY
COULTS SCORE IN EITHER ONE.

THUS, THE MATCH ENDED WITH BARRADOS TE-
FENDING BOTH GOALS BEING ATTACKED BY GRANADA.

ACTOALLY, SELF-INJURY TO VICTORY THROUGH
DEFEAT WAS IVENTED IN 1962 BY PEDRO

MEDRID WAS PLATING 4 EUROPEM CLUP QUALIFYING

GAME AGHNST IGNIS VARESE. THE FIRST LEG WAS

BEING PLAYED IV ITALY. THE TEAM THAT SCORED
MORE POINTS WOLLCTS CLASSIFY.




MEDRITS TOMINATED THE WHOLE MATCH, BUT
THE ITALIMNS TIED WITHIN JUST TWO SECONDS,

TAING THEM TO THE INEVITABLE EXTENSION

N w

LORENZO ALOCAN, FRESH OFF THE PITCH, TOOK
THE BALL D SCORED IN HIS OWN BASKET
HANDING OVER THE VICTOR? TO VARESE, B2-80

MTRID HAD BEEN ‘TEFEATED &Y
TWO POINTS, & BASKET. IN THE SECOND LEG,
REAL RECOVERED AND WON BY 83-62 AT
QUALIFIED FOR THE NEXT ROLND
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YERS BY FOULS
MWD INJURIES, SO FERRATDIZ WANTED TO AVOD
THE S MINUTES EXTRA TIME SO THAT THE ITALIWS

COUCTN'T ACHIEVE A SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGE

THERR BEST PLA

MWDRID HAD




