|'VE SEEN
WHALES

JAVIER DE ISUSI

ASTIBERRI






Denborak bidea ahorturik
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* Cuando volvi a casa

consumido el camino por el tiempo
nueva era la madera de la puerta
nueva también la cerradura
















WHY DID | DREAM _\‘l
THAT? /

—
S

AS IF
| HAVEN'T HAD
ENOUCH

TOMORROW IT WiLL
HAVE BEEN TWENTY-
FIVE YEARS SINCE ETA
MURDERED DAD

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
HASN'T BEEN ENOUGH
TO FILL THE CAP THAT
WAS LEFT IN MY CHEST

THEN WHY DID
| DREAM THIS?




“| ForeIve
THEM”, | SAID,
AND ALL THE
MASS MEDIA
ECHOED THE
WORDS OF
THE YOUNG
SEMINARIAN

| WAS sSAYING
WHILE IN THE
DISTANCE |
sAanW Josu

AND | DID NOT UNDERSTAND
WHY, AT MY FATHER'S
FUNERAL, JOSU, MY BEST
FRIEND, APPROACHED ME

| MUST HAVE FELT
SOMETHING IN THAT
MOMENT, SOMETHING
PROMPTED ME TO CALL
HIM. IT WAS IN VAIN, HE
DIDN'T ANSWER.

i

[ BN |
| FORcIVE
THEM...
- ——"'-f "

| saD,
WITHOUT
REALLY
KNOWING THE
SCOPE OF
THESE TWO




| OFTEN REMEMBER THIS SCENE.

THOUCH | DONT KNOW WHY,

| REMEMBER SEEING IT FROM
OUTSIDE OF MYSELF.

IN MY MEMORY |
SEE MYSELF FROM
A DISTANCE, ALONE,
AND JOSU AHEAD OF
ME LOOKING GRIM AND
CREST FALLEN IN
THE RAIN.

—— i = |
\l [ ( ‘
) | BuT NO. Josu |
I DIDN'T €0 ; APPARENTLY,
BACK TO SEE | . ALREADY !
Josu, anD | |l INSIDE ETA,
FOR YEARS IT |- — HAD NOTHING
TORMENTED TO DO WITH
ME TO THINK i IT. HE HADN'T
THAT HE'D HAD EVEN MET THE
ANYTHING TO ONE WHO DID
DO WITH THE IT, A CERTAIN
ATTACK. IT | BISKARRET.
WOULD HAVE
MADE ME AN
INVOLUNTARY
ACCOMPLICE.

ANDRES
| BISKARRET
DIED AT THE
HANDS OF
OTHERS, THE
CAL. YEARS
LATER.

ANYWAY, |
STILL DON'T
UNDERSTAND
WHY | HAVE

THESE DREAMS.
AND SO HE BECAME A AND WHY NOW,

MARTYR AND | HAD TO TWENTY FIVE
STAND AND WATCH HIs YEARS ON...
FACE PAPERED ACROSS 7
THE STREETS, LIKE
A SAINT.
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A COFFEE

Hi ANTON, I'M DON'T WORRY, | ey CAN | HAVE
SORRY I'M LATE 1 JusT cOT ; A DECAF COFFEE
) e PLEASE.




HAVE YOU
BEEN WITH THE

YES, | SPOKE WITH JESUS MARI
YESTERDAY, BUT HE SAID UNDER
THE CIRCUMSTANCES THERE'S
NOTHING HE CAN DO.

CONTINUE
IN MY PO-
SITION.

A MARRIED MAN...

| DONT KNOW IciAR, IF AT
THE VERY LEAST YOU MARRIED
HIM, HOWEVER IT WOULD BE A
CIVIL SERVICE...I...

THAT'S WHAT |
WOULD LIKE!

CONZALO

LEAVE HIs WIFE, HE
TOLD ME, HE WANTS
AN ABORTION.

WON'T

UNDERSTAND, AN
' R.E TEACHER SINGLE
AND PREGNANT BY

ABORTION?
AND YOU.
WHAT...

.?

TO HELL. IF I'M
COING TO ABORT
ANYTHING IT'S OUR

RELATIONSHIP.

COME ON...
LOOK, TO WAIT
NEARLY FORTY
YEARS TO
FINALLY END
UP HAVING
AN AFFAIR
WITH A...

ANTON, STOP. | WILL BE JUDGED BY
EVERYONE, SO PLEASE, DON'T YOU DO IT
TOO. | NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

I'M SORRY.
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YEAH, YEAH...




BEING PRECGNANT IS DIFFICULT.
| FEEL SO NAUSEOUS, BUT |
DON'T EVEN WANT TO
IMACINE WHAT IT WILL
BE LIKE WHEN THE
BABY IS BORN.

| DON'T MIND RAISING IT ALONE,
I'M NOT EVEN COINC TO ASK CONZALO
TO ACKNOWEDCE
IT. BUT | NEED MY
JOB, ANTON. DO
SOMETHING, PLEASE.
You cAN! You're
THE VICAR-
CENERAL.

— .

YEAH, | AM THE VICAR-CENERAL
AND THIS IS PRECISELY WHY | CAN NOT
DO ANYTHING. WHEN THEY CAVE YOU YOUR
POSITION SOME SPOKE ABOUT NEPOTISM.
IMAGINE WHAT THEY & :
MIGHT SAY...

n

Is IT A QUES-
TION OF THAT?
OF WHAT THEY
MIGHT sAY?

=

| HAVE TAKEN A VOW OF OBEDIANCE
AND THE CHURCH HAS IT'S RULES...
| CAN NOT IGNORE THEM, AND EVEN
LESS STILL HAVING T
THAT | HAVE.

HE POSITION

el

COD, ANTON...
IF YOU CAN'T
HELP ME,
THEN WHO...

KNOW.. FIND A
LAWYER... TAKE
THE MATTER TO
COURT...

IN THIS CASE
ITS OUTSIDE
THE CHURCHE'S
JURISDICTION WHERE |
THERE IS HOPE. '




HAVE You
TOLD MUM?

| WAS THINKINC ABOUT
TELLING HER TOMORROW...
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE
ANNIVERSARY .

However, | DON'T
KNOW IF I'’M cOINc TO CHEER
HER UP OR KILL HER WITH
DISAPPOINTMENT.

€00D, SHE ALWAYS
SAYS THAT THE ONLY
THING THAT UPSETS
HER IS THE TOPIC OF
CRANDCHILDREN.

IFIT’'s ABOY |
THOUCHT THAT | MIGHT
CALL HIM IeNACIO,

AFTER DAD.

WeLL,
FOR SURE ITS
COING TO BE
EXCITING FOR







LATELY YOU'VE BEEN
ACTING LIKE A DIMWIT,
ARE YOU ALRICHT?

YEAH, WELL...
LIKE ALWAYS.

7 LIKE ALWAYS?
THAT Is BAD! /)
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| WAS THINK-
ING ABOUT
A FRIEND

FROM HigH- |

SCHOOL...
| HAVEN'T
SEEN HIM FOR
TWENTY-FIVE

YEARS. /




AND YET TWENTY-FIVE
< b YEARS HAS CONE BY?
. L0

FUCK! TWENTY-FIVE YEARS...
_=| DO YOU REALISE THAT WE ARE
“1 YOUNC ENOUGH FOR ANYTHING

EsPECIALLY
SINCE OUR
LIVES STOOD

Hey, DON'T cO
THERE, YOU'LL CET
DEPRESSED. WHAT

YOU SHOULD DO
IS CET OUT MORE,

HANG OUT WITH

CIRL, YOU KNOW,
HAVE FUN!

- RICHT, WITH cIRLS. ONLY YOU WOULD
ENCOURACE A COMPANION TXARLI.

APPARENTLY HIS WIFE IS THE MADAM
OF A WHOREHOUSE IN MARSEILLE,
AND WHEN SHE CAN'T COME TO VISIT
HIM ... SHE FIXES HIM UP WITH ONE
OF HER cIRLS!
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OF COURSE! DO YOU KNOW
WHAT THEY TOLD ME ABOUT
DOMINIC, THE BRIT?

WHAT DO YOU
THINK? WE
COULD REACH AN
ACREEMENT WITH HIM
AND HE COULD SEND
SOMEONE FROM
TIME TO...

LOOK, TXARLI.
| AM MARRIED
AND YOU ARE
ABOUT TO CeET
SENT INSIDE.




Ha!
I'M LockeD up!
VERY FUNNY!

e - ALF =)

EEY 1227)

“ESPECIALLY AS OUR
LIVES STOOD STILL EICHT
YEARS ACO ...”

i

Ili

il \

AND OTHER THINES HAVE ALSO CHANGED.
CERTAINTIES ARE NO LONCER SO, AND WHAT
ONCE LOOKED LIKE SOLID cROUND HAS
BECOME QUICKSAND THAT THREATENS TO
SWALLOW ME UP.

¢ [

e -"I =

LIFE HAS NOT
STOPPED, MY BODY
DID NOT sTOP. IT I
HAS CHANCED IN THE
EICHT YEARS.

MY HAIR, FOR
EXAMPLE, IS
TURNING WHITE.

e ]

STILL EICHT
YEARS AcO?
My sociaL
LIFE? My
FAMILY LIFE?

WHAT sTOOD \
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NO, THESE
STOPPED MUCH
EARLIER, WHEN
| ENTERED THE

“BUSINESS”.




THEN WHAT IS IT THAT STOOD STILL
EICHT YEARS AcO?
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TOK, TOK... %
SARTU LEIKEP*

KNOCK KNOCK! CAN | COME IN?

T T

W, _(—z_eu/vwrzzwm PFF

l

‘COMMENT FAIRE FACE
AUX DEFIS SOCIAUX
ET PERSONNELS DE

MANIERE AFFIRMATIVE

ET PROSOCIALE”.

THAT sUP-
POseD TO

BE CAREFUL JOSU, THEY
WILL TAKE ADVANTACE
AND BRAINWASH... 'DE

MANIERE AFFIRMATIVE ET

PROSOCIALE”,

Aaaad! | woulp
HAVE GONE!




WE'LL, SOMETIMES
THERE ARE REALLY
cOO0D PEOPLE WHO

COME. THE cUY WHO

CAME LAST WEEK

KNEW A LOT ABOUT

THE PALESTINIAN-
ISRAELI CONFLICT
AND YOU MISSED IT.

LOOK, TO THAT
TALK | WOULD HAVE
LIKED TO HAVE
CONE.

WHY? DID THEY sA
ANYTHING NEW? LIKE THAT
ONE HISTORIAN THAT SPOKE
ABOUT THE IRA... BLAH, BLAH,
BLad!

THEY ARE ALL VERY
UNDERSTANDING
WHEN IT COMES TO
FOREICGN CONFLICTS.

| WENT ONCE TO ONE OF
THOSE TALKS, BUT IT WAS TO
see B. B.

B. B? BricITTE
BARDOT? IN THE

YES, SHE WAS A SAINT. SHE CAME TO

TALK ABOUT THE THINGS SHE DEDICATES
HERSELF TO NOW, LIKE BULLFICHTS v~
AND WHALES...IT'S ALL THE SAME _* e
TO ME, | JUST WENT TO
SEE HER.

LOOKING
LIKE A

DON’'T SAY THAT OSCAR, SHE HAS

ONLY AGED AND WITH DIENITY.
| LOVE THAT WOMAN SHE IS
UNTAMEABLE.

AN INDOMI-

TABLE FAS-
CIST, YEAH!
HE HE, AND




| W ¢ H

A TRICK, IMACINE A ROOM
END SHE DIDN'T JAM PACKED TO SEE A
COME. A Reppe- BEARDED MAN. WE WERE
SENTATIVE FROM REALLY PISSED OFF
HER FOUNDATION AND THE MAN WAS LEFT
TURNED UP. STANDINC ALONE.

el

£ sHUT UP, IN THE

R

HOW DO | EXPLAIN

bl ; J

TO TXARLI, MIKEL ...SOMEONE
AND OscaRr ... WHO IS NOT

HOW DO | EXPLAIN ' STUCK IN

TO THEM THAT I'M THAT | NEED AIR. HERE.

THAT | €O TO THESE

TALKS BECAUSE

| NEED TO HEAR
WORDS FROM

SOMEONE WHO...

DROWNING.

HY, JOsU!
ENTZUN AL
DUKZ*

THAT | NEED TO OPEN THE
WINDOW FOR SOME AIR.
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TXARLI SAYS HE HAS A
FOOLPROOF ARGUMENT TO
CONVINCE THE SPANISH
COVERNMENT TO BE INTERESTED
IN BAsQUE, CATALAN AND
CALICIAN INDEPENDENCE.

THE EUROVISION
~\,_SONc CONTEST!

WE'LL, IF YOU DON'T KNOW W
WHAT IT IS, THE BORDERING
COUNTRIES VOTE FOR EACH
OTHER. WHY DOESN'T SPAIN
EVER WIN? IT’s OBvVIOUS,
BECAUSE SHE BORDERS WITH
ONLY 2 OTHER PARTICIPATING
COUNTRIES.

i #

BAsQUE, CATALAN AND GALICIAN INDEPENDENCE,
THEY WOULD VOTE FOR SPAIN IN THE CONTEST.

AH, | SEE. AND YOU THINK THAT AFTER ACHIEVING

AND WHY NOT? |
WOULD DO IT GLADLY.
SPAIN TWELVE
POINTS, L' ESPACNE
DOUZE POINTS.

HEE HEE, IT’s
TRUE, THE ARCU-
MENT IS INFALLIBLE!
IT HURTS THAT IT
i WOULDN'T WORK
WITH FRANCE, WHO
ALREADY HAVE NINE
. NEICHBORS...
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| LEAVE MY
BODY...

THEN I'M NOT ME,
| DON'T HAVE A NAME.

'I -+ o

AND NO ONE CAN
POINT AT ME OR
JUDGE ME.

| AM EVERYTHING
AND | AM
NOTHING, SO NO
ONE SEES ME.

| DON'T HAVE
TO HIDE OR
PRETEND.

—— | cAN co
WHERE | WANT

IF | WANT TO
| cAN €O BACK



SOMETIMES | CET TO SMELL THE
HARBOR AND LISTEN TO THE HORNS I =
OF SHIPS SAILING INTO THE ESTUARY.

| CAN SEE KARMELE
AND ARITZ, AND | CAN
TELL THEM HOW MUCH
| Miss THEM.

I cAN see
PEOPLE LIVE.

et
>
CENERALLY ARITZ IS STILL A CHILD, BUT
THEY ONLY LOOK AT TODAY | LOOKED DOWN AT HIM AND HE WAS
ME AND PERMIT AN FOURTEEN YEARS OLD, AS HE IS NOW AND |

SAW MYSELF WHEN
| WAS His AcE.

EMBRACE,

SOMETIMES KARMELE
HOLDS MY GAZE FOR
A WHILE.

AND WITHOUT REALIZING IT, | COME FACE
TO FACE WITH ANTON, THE DAY WE MET,
THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

ONLY THIS TIME
ANTON sSAYS
NOTHING ... HIs
EYES EXPRESS

NOTHING ...
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JUST LIKE THE LAST I
TIME | SAW HIM ... i
TWENTY-FIVE {
YEARS ACO, AT
HIS FATHER'S
FUNERAL.

| APPROACH, AND |
FEEL MY HEART BEAT
AS FAST As His.

THE WORDS COME,
BIT BY BIT.

CARRIED AND HIDDEN FOR
TWENTY- FIVE YEARS

FOR TWENTY-
FIVE YEARS
THEY HAVE
WANTED TO
COME oUT
: THEY ARE
R P57 ONLY TWO

SO WEAK
AND YET SO
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